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Who is West Basin?



West Basin Service Area



Division I Division I –– Ronald C. SmithRonald C. Smith
Palos Verdes Estates, Rancho Palos Verdes, Rolling Hills EstatesPalos Verdes Estates, Rancho Palos Verdes, Rolling Hills Estates, Rolling , Rolling 
Hills, and CarsonHills, and Carson

Division II Division II –– Gloria D. GrayGloria D. Gray
Inglewood, South Ladera Heights, Lennox, Athens, Howard, and RosInglewood, South Ladera Heights, Lennox, Athens, Howard, and Ross Sextons Sexton

Division II Division II –– Carol W. KwanCarol W. Kwan
Hermosa Beach, Lomita, Manhattan Beach, Redondo Beach, and TorraHermosa Beach, Lomita, Manhattan Beach, Redondo Beach, and Torrancence

Division IV Division IV –– Edward C. LittleEdward C. Little
Culver City, Del Aire, El Segundo, Malibu, North Ladera Heights,Culver City, Del Aire, El Segundo, Malibu, North Ladera Heights, Topanga, Topanga, 
View Park, West Hollywood, Windsor Hills, and LennoxView Park, West Hollywood, Windsor Hills, and Lennox

Division V Division V –– Donald L. DearDonald L. Dear
Gardena, Hawthorne, Lawndale, and El Camino VillageGardena, Hawthorne, Lawndale, and El Camino Village

Board of DirectorsBoard of Directors



West Basin’s Commitments

• Water Reliability: innovative planning and investments to 
provide water supply reliability and drought protection

• Water Quality: providing safe, high quality water by 
meeting current and anticipated water quality requirements.

• Sound Financial and Resource Management: efficient 
business operations, financial planning and asset 
management

• Customer Service: providing value by understanding and 
meeting the needs of our customers and communities we 
serve.

• Environmental Stewardship: sustainable and 
environmentally-friendly business practices.



Conservation Does Work!
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Imported Water Challenges

Colorado River Supply 
Reduced by 33% 

Colorado River Supply 
Reduced by 33%

State’s Water Hub 
is BROKEN

State’s Water Hub 
is BROKEN

Sierra Snowpack Very 
Inconsistent  

Sierra Snowpack Very 
Inconsistent  

Owens Valley Supply
Reduced by 50%

Owens Valley Supply
Reduced by 50%

Judge’s Decision 
Cuts State Deliveries 

by 30% 

Judge’s Decision 
Cuts State Deliveries 

by 30%

Local Rainfall has 
little impact 

Local Rainfall has 
little impact



PERFECT PERFECT ““DRYDRY”” STORMSTORM



Dry Conditions in the NewsDry Conditions in the News



2009 Shortage Scenario
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Conservation

New Locally Produced Water

Education & Outreach

Legislation & Policy

Water Reliability Takes Many Fronts

http://images.google.com/url?q=http://www-m11.ma.tum.de/~kohls/Galerie/IMG_2382_Sacramento_Capitol.JPG&usg=AFQjCNFpslTEkUjwLujzpqSCm5T-u7kWSQ


“It’s Time To Get Serious”

• Purpose:
– To recognize the extraordinary effort of our cities 

and customers to reduce water demand since the 
last drought, and 

– To assist our communities to avoid future water 
shortages at the local level, through updated 
policies and ordinances related to water use 
efficiency



Universal Support

• West Basin and 
Metropolitan Water district

• 13 Cities and the SBCCOG

• CA State Assembly, 
Assembly Resolution

• Governor Schwarzenegger 
and Assembly Member Ted 
Lieu encourages all cities to 
enhance their conservation 
ordinances in response to 
the drought conditions



Updating City Ordinances

Research: Thorough research of existing ordinances:
1) 17 cities within the West Basin Service Area; 2) 
Other progressive cities (Long Beach, Santa Monica, 
Los Angeles, Santa Cruz, and San Diego); and
3) Conservation and Environmental organizations.

Findings: Most cities adopted their current ordinances 
in the early 90’s (last major drought) and the 
ordinances are rarely utilized or enforced.



Developing the Model

• Don’t Recreate the Wheel: Long Beach, Los 
Angeles, Santa Monica, etc.

• New Technologies:  Incorporate new 
technology, including: water brooms, high 
efficiency toilets, rinse valves, car washes, etc.

• Public Opinion:  Understanding that people 
are well educated and accepting of the need to 
conserve.



Ordinances: A History of Success

City of Long Beach 
Achievements in Conservation:

• Record Low Water Use in May
• May '08 is 8 Percent below 10-Year- 

Average 
• City Achieving Lowest Annual Use on 

Record over Last 10-Years 
• Results without issuing one citation!



West Basin’s Reliability 2020 Plan

• In 1990, we were 80% dependent on imported water
• Today down to 65%
• West Basin plans to get to 35% by 2020:

– More recycling
– More conservation
– More water education
– Some groundwater cleanup &
– Eventually ocean desal

• Many Benefits:
– Improved reliability for sustainable cities
– Help prevent water rationing
– Drought protection
– Emergency supply
– Guaranteed water for industry
– Reduced energy use, including desalination
– Costs comparable to buying more imported water

2005

65%65%
21%21%

7%7% 7%7%

2008

2015

35%35%

20%20%

14%14%

22%22%
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2020

Imported Water
Ground Water
Conservation
Recycling
Ocean Desalination



Questions?Questions?
edwardc@westbasin.orgedwardc@westbasin.org
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